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THEODORE BIKEL
WHILE I’M HERE
             (September 16, 2016; RHR CD286)	
                       
                 A two-CD retrospective celebrating the music and words of the 
                               legendary folk artist, actor and activist

“I have always known Theo to be one of the finest people ever, kind and talented, full of good humor and good advice. He will forever be a star in my own life, as well as a blessing to all who knew him.” - Judy Collins[image: ]

On September 16, 2016, Red House Records will release While I’m Here, a 2-CD celebration of the late Theodore Bikel (1924-2015), the legendary Austrian-born, American artist whose over 70-year career encompassed stage and film acting, songwriting and performance (folk and Broadway), with albums on Elektra, Reprise, and other labels. Known for his talent and stamina, he played Tevye in Fiddler on the Roof over 2000 times.  Rodgers and Hammerstein wrote their classic "Edelweiss" especially for Theo in his Broadway role as Captain von Trapp in The Sound of Music. Along with co-founding the Newport Folk Festival and mentoring generations of younger folk artists such as Judy Collins and Peter Yarrow, Bikel was a passionate human rights advocate, labor leader, Jewish activist and supporter of Israel. Theodore Bikel was a seminal figure in the arts and activism. From his huge career on Broadway to over 20 recordings of international folk music that seeded Elektra Records, and his activism as the President of Actors’ Equity, Theo’s influence will be heard and seen for many years to come.
 
Produced by Michael Stein, along with Cathy Fink, Marcy Marxer and Eric Peltoniemi, While I’m Here includes a 22-page color booklet with extensive liner notes, interviews and photos. Bikel had just completed work on the package that would become While I’m Here when he died in 2015 at age 91. The collection includes his version of Phil Och’s “When I’m Gone,” recorded live at Theo’s 2014 90th Birthday Celebration at the Saban Theatre in Beverly Hills.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Disc One is entirely spoken word and is dedicated to Bikel’s reflections and remembrances of his rich and eventful life.  Recorded with Michael Stein, this CD has the feel of a warm gathering around a table, listening to a great uncle or grandfather telling us about his life. His childhood, his religious faith, his life in Mandate Palestine on a kibbutz—all are here, the tale of the making of the man. The brief musical interludes between segments, sometimes only fragments of notes, are provided by Cathy Fink and Marcy Marxer.  He recounts his early acting experiences, his first steps toward what would become a lifetime of social activism, and his eventual casting in The Sound of Music on Broadway. He tells us who he is, what he does, and why it’s important to him. And, near the end, he gives us the beautiful story of falling head over heels in love, unexpectedly and amazingly, in his ninth decade with Aimee Ginsburg Bikel, the woman who would become his fourth wife, as he laughs and shrugs at the perils of aging.

Disc Two is a 17-song career musical retrospective spanning his early work in the 1950s to his last recordings made during his 90th birthday concert in Los Angeles. Most of the recordings are exclusive to this release with some songs previously unreleased, some newly recorded, and some obtained from obscure and long out-of-print sources. There are tracks in Yiddish, Hebrew, English (translated from [image: ]the Yiddish by Theo) and French, including the classic “Edelweiss.” 

There is a Sephardic folksong, “Adios Grenada," that’s sung in Ladino, the language of the Jews who were exiled from Spain, and Theo’s rendition of “Oh Freedom,” an American folksong of the Civil Rights Era, a time of great importance and activity for him as an activist.
 
“Theo was a force to reckon with, a leader, an unrepentant ‘lefty’ for sure, but above all a just and loving person, a mensch of mensches and a sweet, generous, kind, and caring rabbi-like friend to me and so many others like me,” recalls Peter Yarrow, who met Bikel in the early 1950s and considered him a role model and mentor. 
 
While I’m Here is a fitting legacy; like the man himself, it’s multi-faceted, multi-generational and multi-lingual. Here his worlds meet: spoken word, folk music and song, history, religion, the theater and philosophy. This collection, truly a labor of love, provides the latest, definitive recordings of the artist whom President Obama lauded, stating that Bikel “captivated audiences and (his) advocacy has brought people together.”
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